
The new TheatreZone season will go bold.
Musicals for 2023-24 that the North Naples theater

company recently announced offer a variety, from
light comedies to a bit darker material.

Here’s what to know about the upcoming shows
and concerts from TheatreZone:

From ‘Reefer Madness,’ ‘Legally Blonde’
creators

“Heathers: The Musical” — Billed as “hilarious,
heartfelt and homicidal,” the story focuses on an Ohio
high school teen drama. It’s from the creative team
who brought us “Reefer Madness,” “Desperate House-
wives” and “Legally Blonde.” Joint production of Thea-
treZone and Florida Gulf Coast University’s Bower
School of Music, see it at the FGCU Theatre Lab, 10501
FGCU Blvd. S., Fort Myers. Oct. 12-15

Most wonderful time of the year

“Home for the Holidays” — Hear memorable holi-
day songs performed by a professional cast and a live
orchestra. Conceived and directed by Mark Danni,

TheatreZone founding artistic director, with choreog-
raphy by Karen Molnar Danni. Dec. 16-17

Great Depression love story 

“Bonnie & Clyde: The Musical” — Story of ill-fated
lovers set to music. Jan. 11-14, 2024

Memphis, where it all began 

“Million Dollar Quartet” — Musical focusing on

one night in December 1956 at Sun Records in Mem-
phis. A twist of fate brought Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee
Lewis, Carl Perkins and Elvis Presley together for one
of the greatest jam sessions ever at the studio where
they launched their careers. Feb. 8-11 and Feb. 15-18

A Neil Simon musical comedy 

Neil Simon’s “Little Me” — Story is based on 1955
novel “Auntie Mame: An Irreverent Escapade,” by Pat-
rick Dennis. The show debuted on Broadway in 1962,
and its ongoing appeal and success inspired several
revivals and multiple Tony Award nominations. The
1998 revival starred Martin Short who won the Tony
Award for best actor in a musical. March 7-10 and
March 14-17

Stephen King’s “Carrie” comes to life

“Carrie: The Musical” — A melodic take on Stephen
King’s 1974 debut novel, “Carrie,” and the classic 1976
film. The 1988 musical adaptation was revived off-
Broadway in 2012, receiving multiple award nomina-
tions and the Best Off-Broadway Musical award from the
Off-Broadway Alliance. April 25-28 and May 2-5, 2024

TheatreZone presents “Heathers: The Musical” in October to kick off its 2023-24 season.
They will present “Home for the Holidays” in December, and “Carrie: The Musical” will be the final show. 
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TheatreZone 2023-24
season offers bold,

heartfelt, fun musicals 
Dave Osborn
Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

“Million Dollar Quartet” is one of the 2023-24 musicals
by TheatreZone. COURTESY OF PLAYERS GUILD THEATRE
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NEAPOLITAN + LIFESTYLE & CLASSIFIED

Divorce rates are high, and many of you reading this
are either divorced or dating someone who is divorced. 

So, is dating after divorce different from dating after
a long-term relationship? What things should we con-
sider when reentering the dating pool after a mar-
riage?

Mind your mindset. What makes divorce often dif-
ferent from any other breakup is the common expecta-
tions that come with saying “I do.” Such as that the re-
lationship will last forever, that it’s safe to have kids,
that it’s sacred or special, that it’s the most important
relationship in our life, that our spouse will always love
us, and so on.

It’s important to acknowledge the difficulty and
complexity of getting a divorce and everything that
makes it different from any previous breakup.

“Divorce” can be a scary word. For some people,
but not all, the fact that you’ve been divorced might be
a deal breaker. Most people consider marriage a
unique commitment and can get spooked by you pre-
viously having shared that commitment with some-
one else. People can feel insecure or become petty
about the fact that you’ve had this dynamic with

someone other than them. Some might need a mo-
ment to process what that means and how it may im-
pact their relationship with you. Be patient and realize
that it can be a lot for a potential partner to grapple
with your previous marriage. If you have children,
watching you co-parent, for example, may add another
layer of complexity for your current significant other.

Check your limiting beliefs. I’ve met plenty of di-
vorced individuals who feel like they are “damaged
goods” and have somehow lost their worth through
this experience. Some believe no one will be willing to

commit to them again. The dangerous thing about
these harmful beliefs is that they can dictate our be-
haviors! Do you hold any limiting beliefs about being
divorced? What beliefs do you need to let go of?

Be clear about what you want. What sort of rela-
tionship are you looking for now? Figuring out what
you want is an important first step: casual dating, an-
other long-term relationship, marriage or something
entirely different? If you don’t know what you want,
plan to explore and gauge what feels right. It’s essen-
tial to keep checking in with yourself and being trans-
parent with the people you are dating. 

Notice the impact of your marriage. Is your previ-
ous marriage impacting your current relationship?
How? For example, you might notice yourself moving
too fast in your new relationships because you want a
sense of security and commitment again. You might
find yourself struggling to trust your date because your
ex cheated on you. You might notice how unrealistic
your demands are because you never want your needs
to go unmet again. Or, maybe, commitment freaks you
out, and every time your partner tries to increase in-
timacy, you distance yourself from them. 

Spend time reflecting. Where did the marriage go 

Dating after divorce can be complicated
Sara Kuburic
USA TODAY
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TheatreZone concerts for 2023-24

Elizabeth Ward Land’s Tribute to
Linda Ronstadt: “Still Within the
Sound of My Voice” — Broadway veteran
and national touring star Elizabeth
Ward Land brings her award-winning
Linda Ronstadt tribute to TheatreZone
in “Still Within the Sound of My Voice,”
featuring soaring vocals, gorgeous ar-
rangements and sumptuous harmonies.
4 and 7 p.m. Jan. 15

The Mersey Beatles: “Four Lads
from Liverpool” — The Mersey Beatles
are back at TheatreZone on the 60th an-
niversary of the British invasion! Book
soon for the entire “Hard Day’s Night”
album and a new “Beatlemania” song
lineup. 4 and 7:30 p.m. Feb. 20

John Ford Coley (formerly of Eng-
land Dan & John Ford Coley) — John
Ford Coley brings multiple talents to
TheatreZone as a singer, songwriter,
guitarist, classically trained pianist, ac-
tor, and author. He entertains with heart
and humor and a unique smooth rock
sound. 4 and 7:30 p.m. Feb. 22

Larry & Adolpho: “The Dummy’s
Guide to Love Songs” — TheatreZone fa-
vorites, Larry Alexander and Adolpho
Blaire, go on a musical journey through
the greatest songs ever written about
“that crazy little thing called love.” A
touching, funny show with tunes from
popular composers. 7:30 p.m. March 12,

2024
TheatreZone is at 13275 Livingston

Road. More at Theatre.Zone or
888-966-3352.

Dave Osborn is the regional features
editor of the Naples Daily News and
News-Press. Follow him on Instagram
@lacrossewriter and on Twitter
@NDN_dosborn.

TheatreZone
Continued from Page 1D

Playwright Neil Simon, left, and actor
James Coco ham it up at the piano,
Nov. 23, 1981, in New York during the
New York announcement of a
Broadway bound musical comedy,
“Little Me.” Coco starred in the new
show, along with Victor Garber and
Mary Gordon Murray. TheatreZone will
present the always popular show in
March 2024.
MARTY LEDERHANDLER, AP

wrong? Being honest about how we did
or did not contribute to the end of the
relationship is key. 

Trust your timing. Check in and see
if you want to start dating. Don’t rush
into things just because you feel like you
“should” be dating. Take your time, and
do it at your own pace. 

Take a moment to grieve. A divorce,
just like any other relationship ending,
comes with grief. I am not suggesting
you must fully be “over it” — whatever
that means — to successfully date, but
you need to be aware of the loss you

might be experiencing. For many, the
emptiness can make us more prone to
trying to fill the space with people,
things and behaviors that do not serve
us.

Recognize that dating has changed.
It’s possible that the landscape of dating
has significantly shifted since you last
dated. This may be your first time sign-
ing up for a dating app. You may be un-
sure how to meet people at this point or
what the standard texting etiquette is.
Be open to learning, asking your friends
and trusting your intuition. 

Sara Kuburic is a therapist who spe-
cializes in identity, relationships and
moral trauma. Find her on Instagram
@millennial.therapist. She can be
reached at SKuburic@gannett.com.

Dating
Continued from Page 1D


	NaplesDailyNews_2023-2024 Season preview
	NaplesDailyNews_2023-2024 Season preview 2

