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ROCKABILLAQUE

BY NANCY STETSON
nstetson@fl oridaweekly.com

If you go see the 
jukebox musical about 
Gloria and Emilio 
Estefan, watch out, 
because quicker than 
you can say “One, two, 
three,” the rhythm is 
gonna getcha, and you 
may fi nd yourself on 
your feet.

“We encourage that,” says Gaby Albo, 
who portrays Gloria Estefan in the cur-

rent touring production. “Sometimes 
people are scared, they think: I’m in a 
theater I have to be quiet and stay in my 
seat. But ‘On Your Feet!’ is mid-way be-
tween a concert and a (Broadway) show. 
It actually is so good for us when people 
interact and sing and dance, it adds a lot 
to the show.

“Yes, we want people to participate. 
Just come and enjoy it with us!”

‘On Your Feet!’
The story of Emilio and Gloria Estefan comes to town

Calendar
Plan your week with plenty of 
great things to do, including 
Art Fest Naples. C6-8 ⊲

Society
Celebrity Startender Series at 
Dorona benefi ts The Shelter. 
C17 ⊲

Calling all Parrotheads
Jimmy Buff ett’s “Escape 
to Margaritaville” coming 

to Naples. C5 ⊲
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Squirrel Nut Zippers a headliner 
at Rockabillaque Jan. 21qq

BY L. KENT WOLGAMOTT
Special to Florida Weekly

imbo Mathis isn’t fr om New Orleans. But  
the Squirrel Nut Zippers sure sound like 
they inhabit Crescent City on their current 
album, “Th e Lost Songs of Doc Souchon.”

“Most of my band is from there,” the Zip-
pers founder said from his Oxford, Missis-

sippi, home. “It’s been a big part of my 
life. It’s just down the road. I’ve been 

involved in that city most of my 
life, mostly through music.”

In fact, “Th e Lost Songs of 
Doc Souchon,” which adds 

a strong New Orleans jazz 
fl avor to the Zippers’ mix 

of early jazz, R&B, 

SEE 
ROCKABILLY, 

C4 ⊲
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Squirrel Nut 

Zippers

Rockabillaque 
off ers more 
than music, 

with car shows 
and dress up 

competitions.

SEE ESTEFAN, C16 ⊲

Marco Island | 239.642.2222

S.E. Naples | 239.449.3400

Broad Avenue | 239.434.2424

Fifth Avenue | 239.643.3445

The Village | 239.261.6161

Park Shore | 239.659.0099

Vanderbilt | 239.594.9494

Mercato | 239.594.9400

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point 
Resort and Spa | 239.301.5300 

Poinciana | 239.261.3148

Bonita Springs | 239.948.4000

Sanibel Island | 239.472.2735

Captiva | 239.395.5847

Rentals | 239.262.4242
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On Your Feet! 
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PromenadeShops.com
26795–26851 South Bay Dr., Bonita Springs, FL 34134

Shop, dine & experience

one-of-a-kind destinations.
all tastes. all tasteful. all here!

over25

THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME 

TO BE HERE!
EXTENDED SHOPPING HOURS!

Monday – Saturday, 10am – 8pm | Sunday, Noon – 5pm

SUBLIME STYLE

FANTASTIC FLAVORS

PLAYFUL PURSUITS

AND EXCITING EVENTS!

Well Read Department Store Sale
25% OFF on new collection of Luukaa

SWFL Inc. Business After Hours
Thursday, January 26 from 4 to 6 p.m.
DeRomo’s La Fontana Banquet Room

Blues and Bloody’s Concert Series 
at The Center Bar

Sunday, February 12 from 12 to 7 p.m.

SWFL Inc. Community Expo 2023
Thursday, February 23 from 3 to 6 p.m.

Bonita Springs Farmer’s Market 
by Local Roots 

Every Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon

Live Entertainment at The Center Bar
Seven days a week!

Calling all Parrotheads: 
Jimmy Buff ett’s “Escape to 

Margaritaville” comes to Naples
Set your clocks to is-

land time for Jimmy 
Buff ett’s  Escape to Mar-
garitaville, staged by Na-
ples’ Th eatreZone Feb. 9 
through 19. Th e upbeat 
and energetic 2018 Broad-
way musical features more 
than two dozen of the 
most loved hits from Jim-
my Buff ett.

Called “a little slice of 
paradise” by  USA To-
day, the musical’s book is 
by Emmy Award winner 
Greg Garcia (My Name is 
Earl) and Emmy nominee Mike O’Mal-
ley (Shameless), with music and lyrics by 
Buff ett. Th e production will be directed 
by Th eatreZone’s Founding Artistic Di-
rector Mark Danni, choreographed by 
Karen Molnar Danni and conducted by 
Keith Th ompson.

“Welcome to Margaritaville – it’s the 
place where people come to get away 
from it all – and stay to f i nd something 
they never expected,” says Mark Danni. 
“According to Entertainment Weekly, the 
show will knock your fl ip-fl ops off !” 

Th e musical’s action begins when two 
women friends from Cincinnati arrive 
at the Margaritaville, a rundown hotel 
on a small Caribbean island. Rachel (CJ 
Greer) is a driven,  ambitious environ-
mental scientist  researching alternative 
energy sources on the island. Her friend 
Tammy (Erica Sample) is engaged and 
looking forward to a last girlfriend get-
away before tying the knot back home.

Although the hotel doesn’t live up to 
their expectations, the women settle in 
and meet its colorful cast of characters.

Tully Mars (Gerritt VanderMeer) is a 
part-time bartender, part-time entertain-
er and a playboy who is confi dent of his 
powers to charm women. He is content 
with his laid-back island lifestyle which 
contrasts with Rachel’s work ethic. De-
spite their diff erences, Tully begins to fall 
in love with Rachel.

Th e kind-hearted Tammy has a zest 
for life that her fi ancé, Chad (Sean Effi  n-
ger-Dean), seeks to squelch. On vacation 
without him, she is free to indulge her 
appetites, liberated from Chad’s insis-
tence that she diet on carrot juice and 
sunfl ower seeds before their wedding. 
She hits it off  with Brick (Eli Branson), 
the hotel’s sensitive bartender and Tully’s 

close friend.
Th e group also includes Marley (Re-

nee Jackson), Margaritaville’s good-na-
tured owner who runs a tight operation 
and keeps employee morale high, and 
the aff able, hard-drinking, one-eyed J.D. 
(Curt Denham) who has a parrot on his 
shoulder and a buried treasure fi lled with 
mementos of his rich but tragic life, hon-
ored in Buff ett’s song, “He Went to Paris.”

Th e characters express their experienc-
es and feelings through many of Buff ett’s 
best-known songs. Audiences will have a 
new appreciation for the stories behind 
“Cheeseburger in Paradise,” “It’s Five 
O’Clock Somewhere,” “It’s My Job,” “Why 
Don’t We Get Drunk,” and “Volcano.”

Escape to Margaritaville  follows the 
characters over a three-year time span 
during which the island’s active volcano 
erupts, forcing the hotel to close. Upon 
reopening, the matured characters re-
unite at Margaritaville for a sweet and 
satisfying celebration, with the full cast 
singing Buff ett’s “One Particular Harbor” 
in honor of a place and time that changed 
their lives.

Escape to Margaritaville  is staged at 
7:30 p.m. Feb. 9-11 and Feb. 16-19 with 
2 p.m. matinees on Feb. 11, 12, 18 and 19. 

Tickets range from $50 to $85, de-
pending on choice of seat.

For tickets and information, visit www.
Th eatre.Zone or call the box offi  ce at 888-
966-3352.

Th eatreZone, celebrating its 18th sea-
son in 2022-2023, stages its musical pro-
ductions in the 250-seat G&L Th eatre 
located in Naples at 13275 Livingston 
Road, between Pine Ridge and Vander-
bilt Beach Roads, in a dedicated building 
nestled within the campus of the Com-
munity School of Naples. ■
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Caribbean thatched roof beach bar.
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